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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020, 10:00 am 

4th Floor, Works Depot 

 
Present: Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP, Chairman 

 Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP 
 Councillor George Scott 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 
 Michael Branco - Associate Member 

  
Apologies: Councillor Nicholas Swan 

  
Staff: Secretary/COO - Dwayne A. Caines 

 Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
 City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 

  
Apologies: Event Project Manager – Jessica Astwood 

  
In Attendance: Mr. Glenn Fubler - Imagine Bermuda 

 Mr. Denis Lister - Planning Team 
 Mr. Rajai Denbrook - CURB 
 Ms. Juanae Crockwell - Social Justice Bermuda 
 Assistant City Engineer - Charles Waters 
 Senior Events & Marketing Co-ordinator - Allison 
Tucker 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 

2. Role of the Chairman 

Councillor John Harvey confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 10.04 am. 

4. Apologies 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that apologies had been received from the Event Project Manager 
- Jessica Astwood.  The Senior Events & Marketing Co-ordinator would attend in her stead. 
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5. Public Participation/Presentation 

5.1 Renaming City Square 

A presentation by Mr. Glenn Fubler on the suggestion to rename City Square to “Freedom 
Square”. 

Mr. Fubler, Chairman of Imagine Bermuda, accompanied by Mr. Denis Lister - Planning 
Team, Mr. Rajai Denbrook - CURB and Ms. Juanae Crockwell of Social Justice Bermuda, 
requested agreement in principle, to give the name “Freedom Square” to the area within 
Church Street, Wesley Street, Victoria Street and Washington Street.  Mr. Fubler presented 
a proposal together with five (5) letters addressed to the Chairman of the Infrastructure 
Committee, each with supporting signatures, in favour of naming the area.   Mr. Fubler 
gave an outline of the history of the Progressive Group, the events which took place and 
the Theatre Boycott of June 1959, which included the Hamilton Hotel, now the site of City 
Hall.  Naming the site “Freedom Square” would be in honour of all those who were involved 
and help to ensure that this pivotal chapter is brought to the centre of the Bermuda Story. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Fubler and said that the COH would be in favour of such 
recognitions and that the Mayor was the first to use the name “Freedom Square”. The 
Secretary/COO said that in previous conversations with the Mayor it was felt that naming 
the square did not go far enough to honour Bermuda's past.  It was therefore proposed to 
create meaningful tributes including other important people and historical locations around 
the City, which would become part of an educational campaign. 

Mr. Fubler and guests left the meeting at 10.40 am. 

6. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence. 

7. Minutes of the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 10 June 2020 (Public 
Session) 

Proposed:  Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 

8. Matters Arising from the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 10 June 2020 
(Public Session) 

8.1 Island Trading 

Write to Island Trading with a revised rate, as it related to containers in the Cavendish 
Street car park. (City Engineer) Action item had not been completed. 

8.2 Proposal for 17 Point Pleasant Road 

The terms of the Draft Lease Agreement would be discussed with the City Engineer and 
presented at the next Infrastructure Committee meeting. The Draft Lease had been sent to 
Misaki and their lawyers for comment. On hold. (City Engineer) Action item had not been 
completed. 
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8.3 Traffic Issues Review and Design Report 

Prepare PR to inform the public that due to the concerns of businesses and residents in 
the area, work would be carried out as follows:  Installation of bump-out at Dundonald 
Street/Union Street junction and installation of bump-out and bollards at Seon Place car 
park exit. On hold. (Communications Manager)   

Carry out community consultation on the proposals as it related to the change of use for 
the six (6) parking bays on Laffan Street and the six (6) parking bays on Washington Street. 
On hold. (City Engineer)  

8.4 Public Restrooms on Victoria Street 

Issue an RFP after the design plans had been approved, as it related to the public 
restrooms on Victoria Street. Awaiting design planning approval before issuing an 
RFP.  Planning permission and a building permit had been obtained.  There would be no 
capital at this time. On hold. (City Engineer) The Assistant City Engineer said that the 
restrooms were operational as previously.  Action item had not been completed. 

8.5 North East Hamilton 

Arrange a meeting of the Board and Executive to consider the development of North East 
Hamilton. On hold. This remains a strategic priority.  (Secretary/COO) Action item had not 
been completed. 

Write to the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation to inquire about its plans and to 
ascertain whether the COH as the Municipality of Hamilton, would be invited to the 
meetings to discuss the plans for the City of Hamilton unless they would be unable to 
address the concerns which the COH might raise.   A copy of the letter would be sent to 
the Minister. The Secretary/COO said that he had written to Ms. Erica Smith of the BEDC 
and a response was awaited. (Secretary/COO) Action item had not been completed. 

8.6 WiFi in the City 

Arrange a meeting with the COH's WiFi provider to discuss the possibility of providing WiFi 
throughout the City with paid extra usage. (City Engineer) Action item had not been 
completed. 

8.7 Ewing Street Rock Cut 

Arrange PR for before, during and after completion of the project as it relates to the Ewing 
Street Rock Cut project. (Communications Manager) Action item had not been 
completed. 

Once the landscaping and planting at the green wall section had been completed, 
arrange a site visit for the Infrastructure Committee, as it relates to the Ewing Street 
Rock Cut project. The Chairman said that as the project had not yet been completed, he 
was disappointed that the Infrastructure Committee had not been informed that local 
residents had been invited to the site visit. Discussion ensued regarding the next steps in 
the project, to make the rock safe and maintain privacy for the local residents.  Action item 
completed. 

8.8 Green Initiative - Sewage Lines 

Arrange PR to inform the ratepayers of the ongoing Green Initiative project to survey and 
repair the sewage lines at the Front Street Pump Station. (Communications Manager) 
Action item had not been completed. 
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8.9 Public Use of Parks 

Canvas exercise trainers and child care groups who use spaces within the City, to ascertain 
their environmental preferences for activities and report back to the Committee.  (City 
Engineer) Action item had not been completed. 

8.10 E.F. Gordon Square 

Ensure that the concrete park at the Court and Dundonald Street Junction would be 
resurfaced and the fencing removed.  Action item completed. 

Arrange a time for the previous users of the concrete park at the Court and 
Dundonald Street Junction, to meet with the Residents Advisory Committee to 
discuss ideas for the future of the site.  The Secretary/COO said that since the area 
had been resurfaced, the public were bringing their own seating to the site, therefore 
deciding on the use of the site would be a priority.  He said that the COH were not 
responsible for policing the area and awaited a plan of action from the Bermuda Police 
Service.  Also, the City had been allocated a City Constable who would be the first point of 
contact for residents and COH going forward.  Action item completed. 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Residents Advisory Committee Meeting to be held on 6 August 2020, to 
decide on the use of the site at the Court and Dundonald Street junction. (Secretary/COO) 
 

8.11 Mailboxes Pickup Location 

Seek advice from the UK consultant as it relates to a new pickup location for 
Mailboxes at The Bank of N. T. Butterfield & Son Limited on Bermudiana 
Road.  Action item completed. 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

There were no Resolutions approved by the Minister. 

10. Recommendations for Review 

10.1 Social Justice Bermuda - 13 June 2020 - Barr's Bay Park 

The Secretary/COO said that the event had been arranged without applying to the COH 
and he found out about the event from social media.  In the circumstances he had approved 
the event. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board retroactively approve the sponsorship request for full waiver of the rental 
fees and labour charges for the Social Justice Bermuda event held on 13 June 2020 at 
Barr’s Bay Park, in the total amount of $612.50. 

Proposed: Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Unanimous 
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ACTION: 

Write to Ms. White stating the full venue rental and labour were chargeable for electricity 
and cleanup, etc.  That the COH had agreed to waive the venue rental and labour charges 
in the circumstances, as it related to the Social Justice Bermuda event held on 13 June 
2020 at Barr's Bay Park.  Enclosed would be the COH policy for venue rental, fees and an 
explanation of the application process.  Also, an invoice for the full cost would be 
enclosed.  A further invoice stating the waiver of all fees would follow under separate cover 
the next day. (Event Project Manager) 

10.2 Bermuda Regiment Remembrance Day Luncheon – 11 November 2020 – Pier 6 
Lower Passenger Terminal 

The rental of City Streets and Car Parks for the parade on 11 November 2020 and the 
rehearsal on 10 November 2020 is already waived as per the City’s civic duty for the 
Remembrance Day holiday celebrations. Upon receiving a request for sponsorship in 2018 
and 2019, the City has approved the waiver of rental fees only for the use of Pier 6 Lower 
for the luncheon, all labour costs were charged to the client. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board approve the sponsorship request for waiver of rental fees for the rental of 
Pier 6 Lower Passenger Terminal, on 10 and 11 November 2020, for the Bermuda 
Regiment Remembrance Day Luncheon. 

Proposed: Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Unanimous 
 

10.3 Peaceful Art Protest 

Forwarded from the Board Meeting held on 8 July 2020.  To discuss the proposal from the 
Bermuda National Gallery as it relates to the Peaceful Protest Art series in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement. (Secretary/COO) The Mayor referred to the COH Public Art 
Initiative Policy. Any exceptions would set a precedent.  Discussion ensued relating to the 
content of the art, time period for display of the posters and the permanency of a mural. 

ACTION: 

Invite the Bermuda National Gallery to present to the Infrastructure Committee at the next 
meeting to be held on 12 August 2020, as it relates to the Peaceful Protest Art Series. 
(Event Project Manager) 

11. Status Updates 

11.1 Events 

The Senior Events & Marketing Co-ordinator gave an overview of events. 

- The website had been relaunched with updated information and user friendly processes. 

- A spotlight on small businesses series for social media. 

- A Taste of Bermuda in October - feedback from the community was sought on the format 
this year. 

- A Drive In Movie in the fall. 

- Christmas events. 
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11.2 Take Note:  Project Charters 2020 

11.2.1 Operations 

The City Engineer said that a tender had been issued for the street lighting on 
Court Street, between Dundonald and Victoria Streets, on both sides of the road. 

Pier 6, Upper, had been vacated by Class Act Designs.  A budget was being 
considered for the maintenance of various issues at the building. 

Trip Hazards were being rectified throughout the City. 

Asset planning was underway with conditions surveys rating, for budget 
consideration. 

11.2.2 Capital Projects 

The Assistant City Engineer said the the City Hall Electrical Distribution System 
installation was underway. 

The City Hall tower steel maintenance was underway. 

City Hall offices HVAC design was underway, for implementation in 2021/2022 
during the renovation. 

The Events offices had been changed following the indoor air quality testing - due 
for retesting. Water leak from the tank would be rectified. 

12. Budget Wish List 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Committee Meetings in August 2020 

The Mayor noted that there was an annual break scheduled for August 2020.  He 
recommended that the Board and Committees meet in August 2020.  As the COH had 
been fully back to work since 1 July 2020 after the lockdown, momentum should 
continue.  In particular this would be advantageous to consideration of the Budget for 2021 
and for decision making. 

13.2 Flagpole 

The Chairman referred to Councillor Edward's report of a lady who had been found 
sleeping at the flagpole on Front Street.  The Parks Superintendent would be commended 
for action taken. The lady had been taken to hospital and PC Douglas would plan her long-
term care.   

13.3 Flagpole Canopy 

The City Engineer said that the painting and covering of the flagpole had been completed. 
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13.4 Renaming City Square 

The Chairman referred to the presentation earlier in the meeting, by Mr. Glenn Fubler, who 
requested agreement in principle to naming the area within Church Street, Wesley Street, 
Victoria Street and Washington Street as “Freedom Square”.  Mr. Fubler tabled five (5) 
letters with supporting signatures, to honour all those involved in the Theatre Boycott of 
June 1959.  The Chairman noted that the Mayor had initiated the suggestion to name the 
area “Freedom Square”.  The Chairman also noted that the Secretary/COO would be 
formulating a proposal to create meaningful tributes, including other important people and 
historical locations around the City, which would become part of an technological 
educational campaign, including the aforementioned area.  The Secretary/COO said that 
the naming of the area would be a cosmetic but notable change and the addresses of 
surrounding buildings and service areas would remain unchanged.  The Mayor said that 
the area, which was currently unnamed, was a City block with no function of its own.  He 
also noted that the name would be in recognition of the aspiration of the community and 
preferred the focus to be a national educational concern.  The Secretary/COO said that the 
COH would develop and market the concept as a legacy initiative. 

RECOMMENTATION: 

That the Board approve in principle that the City block within Church Street, Wesley Street, 
Victoria Street and Washington Street, would be known as “Freedom Square” and further 
details would be obtained. 

Proposed: Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded: Councillor H. Ming 

Unanimous 
 

ACTION: 

Write to Mr. Glenn Fubler to express the COH's support for naming the area "Freedom 
Square" and await receipt of the details which the COH would consider in light of its 
educational concept. (Secretary/COO) 

13.5 Use of Earl Cameron Theatre  

Councillor Ming said that consideration should be given to plan to open the Earl Cameron 
Theatre for events, with restrictions.  The City Engineer said that in view of the restrictions 
for COVID-19 and the revenue from limited patronage, together with the cost for intensive 
cleaning and maintenance of theatre, rental of the venue could be prohibitive.  Also, it was 
likely that the groups would not be rehearsed to performance standard.  The Senior Events 
& Marketing Co-ordinator said that there had been little interest.  Staggered entry times 
and seating arrangements in compliance with the social distancing restrictions would be 
considered. 

14. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

 
 


